PART x: 1784
I first consulted with Sir Joshua Reynolds, who perfectly
coincided in opinion with me; and I therefore, though per-
sonally very little known to his Lordship, wrote to him, stat-
ing the case, and requesting his good offices for Dr Johnson.
I mentioned that I was obliged to set out for Scotland early
in the following week, so that if his Lordship should have
any commands for me as to this pious negotiation, he would
be pleased to send them before that time; otherwise Sir
Joshua Reynolds would give all attention to it.
This application was made not only without any sugges-
tion on the part of Johnson himself, but was utterly unknown
to him, nor had he the smallest suspicion of it. Any in-
sinuations, therefore, which since his death have been thrown
out, as if he had stooped to ask what was superfluous, are
without any foundation. But, had he asked it, it would not
have been superfluous; for though the money he had saved
proved to be more than his friends imagined, or than I be-
lieve he himself, in his carelessness concerning worldly mat-
ters, knew it to be, had he travelled upon the Continent, an
augmentation of his income would by no means have been
unnecessary.
On Friday, June 25,1 dined with him at General Paoli's,
where, he says in one of his letters to Mrs Thrale, *I love to
dine.9 There was a variety of dishes much to his taste, of all
which he seemed to me to eat so much, that I was afraid he
might be hurt by it; and I whispered to the General my fear,
and begged he might not press him. 'Alas! (said the General,)
see how very ill he looks; he can live but a very short time.
Would you refuse any slight gratifications to a man under
sentence of death? There is a humane custom in Italy, by
which persons in that melancholy situation are indulged with
having whatever they like best to eat and drink, even with
expensive delicacies.'
An addition to our company came after we went up to the
drawing-room; Dr Johnson seemed to rise in spirits as his
audience increased. He said, *He wished Lord Orford's pic-
tures, and Sir Ashton Lever's Museum, might be purchased
by the publick, because both the money, and the pictures,